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was wholly good. It kept the public aware as never before of the
problems of poverty, and stirred their conscience to the need and duty
of active measures to solve them. While these figures appeared week
by week or month by month (as was the later practice) it was
impossible for Governments to rest and be thankful. Every Govern-
ment was expected to have a policy for dealing with unemployment,
every leader of Opposition to have a constructive programme for
unemployment. Summer schools, party conferences, clerical meet-
ings, devoted themselves to the subject, newspapers and magazines
were full of it. In the course of this debate the whole structure of
society was laid bare, and exposed to the "scalpel and dissecting knife
in the hope of discovering the source of the evil.
The left-wing of Labour took advantage of the occasion to arraign
the whole social order described as capitalism, and prepared a pro-
gramme for abolishing it within a few weeks of the return of their
party to power: There was to be no more temporizing, as in 1924 and
1929-31, the banks were to be seized, land and all the more important
industries nationalized, and if a Parliamentary minority or the House
of Lords or the law courts or " Buckingham Palace " blocked the
way, the next Labour Government was to sweep these obstacles aside
and govern by decree for such time as might be necessary to establish
the new order beyond the possibility of its being revoked by a change
of opinion. The authors of this programme clearly contemplated a
revolution on the Marxian model, and they did not shrink from, the
suppression of liberty, Parliamentary Government, and what in normal
society is called justice, which it involved. They were unqualified
admirers of the Russian system, and saw in the process by which it had
been achieved only the necessary means to ends.
Two causes checked the spread of these ideas; one the recovery
of Great Britain during the years 1933-5, the other the triumph of
Hitlerism in Germany, which suggested that an attempted Communist
revolution, or even the lively fear of it, might here, as there, lead to
a very different kind of dictatorship from that contemplated by the
Socialist League. Sir Oswald Mosley helped this suggestion by his
Fascist movement, and then, in his turn found himself sharply checked
by the demonstration in Germany of what Fascism, or its variant
Nazism, meant in practice. Proof offered by any of the European
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